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Dear Mr. Astle,

Ref: Consultation paper -  Proposed Amalgamation of Dunchurch Infant School and Dunchurch Boughton C.E. Voluntary Aided Junior School, Rugby. 

Thank you for providing me with details of the above proposed schools amalgamation, in response to which I would like to draw your and Warwickshire County Councils attention to the following observations and concerns:

Points1 & 12, relating to class size.

As a parent of a child at Leamington Hastings Infant School I am very pleased that clear consideration has been given to additional places for our children at key stage 2 in the proposed Dunchurch Primary School and that pupils attending Leamington Hastings Infant School will be given priority on the these places.

However, I am concerned that point 1 of the document suggests a year group size of 75, and point 12 seems to suggest that this would be accommodated in 2 classes; thereby giving class sizes of 37/38 pupils. This is significantly above the average UK class size of 25.8 pupils as detailed in OECD’s  ‘Education at a glance’ report of 2008, which goes on to detail a study in which pupils in smaller class sizes perform better than counterparts in larger class sizes.

I would therefore urge that further consideration is given to increasing KS2 entry to a three form entry of 25 pupils per class, so as not to impair the quality of education at the proposed school and which would also allow better integration of new pupils to the school at this entry point.

Point 7 & 12, relating to additional accommodation and mixed age group teaching.

In tandem with my earlier comments, the issue of teaching space and delivery is a crucial one if the quality of education within the proposed new school is to be maintained and improved.

The Warwickshire School Organisation Framework 2005/2010 suggests that “any proposals for school

reorganisation will consider how the quality of education will be improved”. I am concerned that a 14% increase in pupil numbers in the year group combined with no additional classroom accommodation to allow that year group to progress through the school would reduce the quality of education on offer.

I am also concerned that point 12 seems to suggest that mixed age teaching groups will resolve this issue. I am not against this style of teaching as such, but would like assurance that this is being proposed for educational benefit rather than being a quick and easy solution to dealing with the increased number of pupils at KS2. 

I would also like some further explanation as to how this would be managed in practice.

Yours sincerely

(Your name)

